Recent explanations of universals of the logical vocabulary:
the case for communicative efficiency

Anna Szabolcsi, Nov. 3, 2023

We regularly engage in theoretically inspired work on a variety of languages. But how important is
cross-linguistic research for general theoretical purposes? Szabolcsi (2023) highlights a small
selection of cases where cross-linguistic insights have been important to big questions in the theory
of semantics and the syntax/semantics interface: (i) the role and representation of Speaker and
Addressee in the grammar; (ii) mismatches between form and interpretation motivating high-
placed silent operators for functional elements; and (iii) the explanation of semantic universals,
including universals pertaining to inventories, in terms of learnability and the trade-off between
informativeness and complexity. The talk will focus on the very last of these, based on Denic¢,
Steinert-Threlkeld & Szymanik (2020) and Uegaki (2022), hoping to lead to a conversation.
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